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This document is not intended to define copyright laws, nor provide copyright advice.
Assessment of copyright must be made on a case-by-case basis.
Credit: Susanna Zamolo

What is Creative Commons

https://creativecommons.org/
• Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization that enables the sharing and use of creative works
(images, video, music, research and educational texts and knowledge) through free legal tools.
• CC consists of free, easy-to-use copyright licenses which provide a simple, standardized way to
give the public permission to share and use creative work. Creative Commons are used around
the world.
• CC licenses are not an alternative to copyright. They work alongside copyright. CC licenses do
not reduce, limit, or restrict any rights under exceptions and limitations to copyright, such as fair
use or fair dealing.
• The result is an agile, low-overhead and low-cost copyright-management regime able to profit
both copyright owners and licensees.

Creative Commons license - Set of conditions
People can mix and match various license preferences from a menu of options:
Attribution (BY) All CC licenses require that others who use your work in any way must give
you credit the way you request, but not in a way that suggests you endorse them or their
use. If they want to use your work without giving you credit or for endorsement purposes,
they must get your permission first.
Share Alike (SA) Permit others to distribute derivative works only under a license identical to
the license that governs your work.
Non-commercial (NC) Permit others to copy, distribute, display, and perform the work and
derivative works based upon it only for non-commercial purposes. The "non-commercial
use" condition applies only to others who use your work, not to you (the copyright holder).
When other people use or trade or copy your work, they cannot do so for "monetary
compensation or financial gain," unless they get your permission.
No Derivative Works (ND) Permit others to copy, distribute, display and perform only
verbatim copies of the work, not derivative works based upon it. Examples of derivative
works would be translations into other languages.

The CC licenses
Most
Free

Attribution (BY); Share Alike (SA);
Non-commercial (NC); No Derivative Works (ND)

CC BY This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even commercially, as long as they credit you for
the original creation. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
CC BY-SA This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you
and license their new creations under the identical terms. All new works based on yours will carry the same license, so any
derivatives will also allow commercial use.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
CC BY-ND This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is passed along unchanged and in
whole, with credit to you.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/legalcode
CC BY-NC This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also
acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
CC BY-NC-SA This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and
license their new creations under the identical terms.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Least
Free

CC BY-NC-ND This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing others to download your works and share
them with others as long as they credit you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Public domain dedication – CC0

There is a Creative Commons designation (CC0 1.0 Universal) for works someone wants to place in
the public domain. A work that carries this designation has “No Rights Reserved” and is free of
copyright restrictions. This is a very broad designation and it is clearly understood within the
Creative Commons community that no work carries this designation unless it is explicitly marked as
a CC0 work.

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode

Rights other than copyright
Can I use CC licenses to license rights other than copyright?
CC licenses are copyright licenses, but the latest version of CC licenses also cover certain other rights similar to
copyright (performance, broadcast, and sound recording rights, as well as sui generis database rights). You may
apply a 4.0 license to material subject to any of those rights, whether or not the material is also subject to
copyright. Note that the scope of prior versions of CC licenses was more limited.
How do Creative Commons licenses affect my moral rights, if at all?
As a general matter, all CC licenses preserve moral rights to the extent they exist (they do not exist everywhere),
but allow uses of the work in ways contemplated by the license that might otherwise violate moral rights. If you
apply a 4.0 license to your material, you agree to waive or not assert any moral rights you have, to the limited
extent necessary to allow the public to exercise the licensed rights. This is designed to minimize the effect of moral
rights on licensees’ ability to use the work, and ensure that the license works internationally as intended.
Can I offer material under a CC license that has my trademark on it without also licensing or affecting rights in
the trademark?
Trademark rights are not licensed by the CC licenses. However, applying the CC license may create an implied
license to use the trademark in connection with the licensed material, although not in ways that require permission
under trademark law. To avoid any uncertainty, Creative Commons recommends that licensors who wish to mark
material with trademarks or other branding materials give notice to licensors expressly disclaiming application of
the license to those elements. This can be done in the copyright notice, but could also be noted on the website
where the work is published.

Free images using Creative Commons
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/search-help (see search syntax)
STEP 1:

Free images using Creative Commons
STEP 2:

STEP 3:

Free images using Creative Commons
• Every Creative Commons license requires giving appropriate credit

• A Creative Commons licensor (the person granting you the license) may not revoke your license
so long as you are following the terms of the license. This is often a sticking point because many
do not provide credit as required
• The license, once granted, lasts as long as the copyright on the work as long as the license is
used properly

Free images using Google Images
STEP 1:

STEP 2:
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STEP 3: Select image DATA
& Status under CC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lion_
waiting_in_Namibia.jpg
%

Permission:

Wikipedia / Wiki Commons
The Wikimedia Foundation does not own the content on Wikimedia sites — the content is owned,
instead, by the individual creators of it.
Images and other media on Wikimedia Commons are almost all under some kind of free license
(usually CC-BY, CC-BY-SA) or in the public domain. Each media file has its licensing specified on its
file description page.
The exception is some content consisting of or containing Wikimedia Foundation logos. Such
content will be identified with a relevant notice.

Online Videos - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=butterfly+monarch

This will return all Creative Commons licensed
videos, so you will need to be sure to check out
the selected video (under “SHOW MORE” bar)
the particular license and its conditions.
See example next slide.

