
Copyrighted Works. 
 
All tangible forms of expression (“works”) are eligible for copyright protection regardless of the medium of 
expression, whether in digital, paper or other form (i.e., tape, microfilm). Works are protected even if they 
are not registered and even if they do not carry the copyright symbol. For these reasons (and the fact that 
copyrights last for at least fifty years), in the absence of contrary information, all works are assumed to be 
protected by copyright. 
  
Copyrighted works include scientific papers, training materials, sales and marketing materials, packaging 
and labeling, software programs, databases and Internet pages (including blogs). The same rules apply to 
works regardless of the media in which they are maintained.  
 
EFMC owns the copyright of all works, in whatever media, created by its employees in course of their 
employment, unless specified otherwise in the employment contract. 
 
Preparation of EFMC material for sharing 
 
1 - A copyright notice should appear at least once on each individual (electronic and paper-based) work 
produced by EFMC. The use of the copyright notice does not require registration. Some countries provide 
for the registration of copyright, but there is no value in registration of a copyright for a work unless it is 
expected to provide a significant financial return. 
The notice should contain the following elements: the symbol ©, the year of first publication of the work, the 
name of the owner of the copyright. Example: © 2020 EFMC. It shall appear in a place that is reasonably 
calculated to come to the attention of a person looking for it; for example, on the home page or legal page 
of a website, the first or last slide in a presentation, the title page of an article, or the back cover of a 
brochure. 
 
2 - A legal disclaimer should be included in all scientific presentations (e.g. BP working group teaching 
slides, presentations for external audience etc), including on EFMC’s web site. It should preferably be 
placed immediately after the title slide and read: “These slides are intended for educational purposes only 
and for the personal use of the audience. These slides are not intended for wider distribution; their content 
is accurate to the best of the presenter’s knowledge at the time of production”. 
 
3 - Permission for the specific use of any copyrighted third-party material should be obtained prior to 
publication; a credit line should appear below the third party copyrighted material in accordance with the 
terms of use granted in the written permission. An exception exists for scientific and technical publications 
for educational and non-commercial purposes (scientific conference presentations, posters, journal 
manuscripts). Scientific images, pictures and figures from general internet, suppliers’ catalogues or 
websites, scientific publications of external parties, etc. can be used in scientific or technical publications 
without obtaining the explicit permission from the copyright owner, if the source is clearly mentioned in the 
publication. This exception does not apply for non-scientific or non-technical cartoons, sketches, drawings 
and the like obtained from external sources, unless these are derived from explicitly copyright-free sources. 
 
Use of EFMC material by third-parties: EFMC training and course material for educational programs are 
copyrighted. Unless EFMC gives this right in writing, training and course materials should not be reproduced 
or uploaded by third parties onto share point or servers.  
 
Fair use and fair dealing: Most countries permit the use of short quotations or small portions of copyrighted 
works for educational and scientific purposes under the principles of fair use or fair dealing. These legal 
principles vary from country to country, and often require a legal assessment. One should therefore avoid 
making use of portions of copyrighted works without obtaining permission. Use of a scene or single frame 
from a film, or a cartoon, or the image of a well-known photograph or painting, to make a presentation more 
appealing or attention-getting are not examples of fair use or fair dealing, and require the consent of the 
copyright owner. It makes no difference that the presentation is for training or scientific purposes.  
 



Trademarks: Trademarks should not be used in a manner that confuse or deceive readers as to the 
company or product referred to. Consider adding a footnote related to the ownership of third party owned 
trademarks. 
 
Works created by vendors and contractors: The copyright in works created by vendors and contractors, 
such as advertising agencies, consultants, market researchers and trainers, are owned by the vendors and 
contractors unless they agree otherwise in writing. Care should be given to ensure that the agreements 
with vendors and contractors protect EFMC’s interest in owning the copyright in the contract deliverables.  
 
Databases: In the European Union, databases are protected under Directive 96/9/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection of databases. The protection 
extends to the selection, coordination and arrangement of the information, and to the information itself in 
the database. One should not copy or use a portion of a database without obtaining permission of its owner. 
In most other countries, copyright law protection of a database is usually limited to the selection, 
coordination and arrangement of the information it contains. The scope of protection varies by country.  
 
Requests by others for permission to use EFMC-owned materials: Requests by healthcare 
professionals and institutions, and medical and scientific publishers, to use EFMC-owned materials in 
medical and scientific textbooks and articles, training or educational materials, whether intended for 
healthcare professionals, patients or the general public:  
EFMC encourages the use of EFMC-owned educational and scientific materials by third parties and should 
grant permission to reputable third parties to use such material provided that:  
- The content of the materials is accurate and not out-of-date, and is presented in a context that does not 
reflect negatively on EFMC or is inconsistent with EFMC business objectives or positions;  
- copyright and permission credit is given to EFMC;  
- the use is educational and not-for-profit;  
- the use is well-defined and not open-ended; i.e., there is a reasonable limit in time, place and purpose;  
- EFMC retains the right to withdraw its permission.  
 

Official websites and publications produced by governments and other official bodies typically are not 
protected by copyright and may be copied and distributed freely unless indicated otherwise. E.g.  
- EMA (European Medicines Agency) website (http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/): Documents identified on 
the EMA website as “public” may be copied and distributed within EFMC to carry on normal business 
activities, or distributed to partners to enable them to carry on business for EFMC provided that the EMA is 
always acknowledged as the source of the material. Citations may also be made from such material without 
prior permission, provided the source is always acknowledged.  
- FDA (US Food & Drug Administration) website (www.fda.gov): Unless otherwise noted, the content (text 
and graphics) of the US Food and Drug Administration website is not copyrighted and may be copied and 
distributed freely.  
 


